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(7’ % Let us say life is difficult
% Z and confusing. I want to ask
" you the question: when life is
hard for you, when you are dealing
with the unexpected, where do you
run for hope? Where do you run for
comfort and security? I know that
these thoughts are falling on men and
women of God. I know that you
know the right answer, but I am not
asking for the right answer; I am ask-
ing for unadulterated truth. That
“closet truth” where it’s you being
real with you. 2020, pulled me out of
my comfort zone. It rattled my cage
and sent me scrambling for innova-
tion and skills I needed. Most of all,
2020 caused me to evaluate and ap-
praise myself, my FUNCTIONAL
HOPE.

I remember walking into my clos-
et of prayer asking God for help to
navigate through the terrain of un-
knowns. What I got back was silence.
I asked for courage, wisdom and for
strength, and still silence. I asked for
insight and revelation and discern-
ment; there was no answer. Days
were dissolving one into the other,
and nothing. Finally, in one act of
sincere desperation, I cried: “Goed I
want You! I need You!” In that mo-
ment, all that I had asked for and de-
sired came flooding in and my eyes
were opened.

Dark moments can be painful.
Hope, however, can be revealed. We
can awaken to expectations to which
we have attached our hope. They are
not, for the most part, evil things;
they can be good things. When I put
my trust in the gifts God gives, and
not the Giver, my hope will fail and
disappoint me. Gifts, talents, charis-
ma, and understanding of Scripture
have a fountain from which they
flow; God!

Hope is always an object and
an expectation. You always hope in

2

something and ask “that” something
to deliver something to you. This is
true for every human being. Here is
the problem, we tend to look for
hope in all the wrong places.

Allow me to pull a page from my
own story: [ went bike riding with my
grandkids. We came to a flat, easy
road, and I got the idea it was time to
show them what Grandpa was made
of; so, I let go of the handlebars. Be-
ing directly in front of my grandkids I
was hoping for verbal affirmation of
my dexterity and skill. I waited, noth-
ing; so I threw my hands in the air.
Then it came! “Grandpa,” said my
eight-year-old granddaughter. “Yes,”
I responded hoping for utter amaze-
ment. These are the words I heard
next: “You should join the circus.” 1
remember thinking, “I am risking my
life for affirmation, and all I got is
someone thinking I’d make a great
clown.” We all do this, some of you
bought glfts you thought would in-
duce a great re-
sponse, but all you
get is a lazy thanks.
We tend to attach
~ourselves to a hope
2 that will never deliv-
U er what we are ask-

ing it to deliver.

Could it be that the changes we
experienced in 2020, was part of a
larger divine plan of God all along?
Could isolation bring us to ask this
most vital question; “What subtle
things have I come to lean on?” God
has created us to find in Him only,
our unspeakable joy, and peace that
passes all understanding. In Him, we
find a yoke that is easy and a burden
that is light. You were pursued by
God, that in turn you might pursue
Him only. You were given life in
God, that you might live. God has
filled you with a living hope that is
found in Him alone and forever.

Functional Hope

% By Rev. Daniel Hernandez; Water of Life Ministries; Rockford,

“Sojourners and exiles” is who
Peter wrote his first letter to in Asia
Minor. He addressed them as so-
journers, even thought they had not
relocated. For all we know, they were
living in the same homes, in the same
towns where they had always lived.
They had not moved, however; they
had become resident aliens — living in
one country, yet belonging to another.

1 Peter 1:4
explains
hope as an in-
heritance that
iS so precious,
he can only
describe it by what itisnot: ~ Imper-
ishable, Undefiled, Unfading. This
hope grounds Christians and sets us
apart from what we once were. I do
not know what 2021 might bring. Let
me add this important note; IMA
members are not bound by exclusive,
iron-clad standards, nor by legalistic
views or ideas. I have found here a
real willingness to encourage one an-
other. Without each other’s cheering
exhortations, we sink. So, let us walk
in our God-given purpose. Let FUNC-

TIONAL HOPE encourage others
and give glory to God!
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Into our lives come experiences, that cut deep
into our memory, which will never be forgotten.
Many have had wonderful and blessed experiences
that we long for today.

We sing, “Lord, send the old time power, the
Pentecostal power,” and “Give us that old time reli-
gion.” I wonder what would happen if the Holy Spirit
would descend upon our churches as it did in the early
days? It was truly a manifestation of God with us.
The love of God was shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit. Our hearts were filled to overflowing. It
was so wonderful that we wanted others, who did not
have it, to share the blessings of God with us.

It all began in an humble &
mission on Azuza Street in Los @
Angeles, California in the year |
1906. 1 was not there at that &
time, but I was told that scores &
of people from various denomi- &
nations came and received the
infilling of the Holy Spirit. I received the baptism
later in Seattle. Yes, it was an experience that I never
shall forget. In fact, it was so out of this world that I
wanted to go to heaven right away. We had such love
for one another. We did not draw a line of demarca-
tion on anyone, as to their nationality, creed or color.
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is nei-
ther bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female: for ye are all one in Christ Je-
sus” (Galatians 3:28).

Our missions’ doors were open day and night for
those who wanted to pray and seek the Lord. The
saints in those days had a burden for a lost and dying
world. We often prayed all night with tears and
groanings. Saints would come to the mission long
before the services started and go to the altar and pray
that sinners would be convicted of sin and brought to
a saving knowledge of Christ. We stood loyally be-
hind our pastor in prayer that God would anoint his
message with food for our souls. Our prayers in those
days were no hop, skip and jump kind. When we
kneeled to pray, we waited for the assurance that we
had “prayed through.”

By Thomas Baird; IMA Herald of Truth; December 1959

Yes, and 1 have

seen many justified, You Must be
sanctified, and filled » {*/ Born Again.
with the Holy Spirit in

one night. That is

God’s plan of salva-

tion, “Then Peter Filled with the
said unto them, Re- -
pent, and be ,bap- HOIY Spll’lt

tized every ome of

you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

The power of God is just the same today. We
need a revival of Pentecost in our churches. The joy
of the Lord needs to be restored in the hearts of our
people. If we have lost that joy, let us pray until it is
restored. “For the joy of the Lord is your
strength” (Neh. 8:10). “Make me to hear joy
and gladness; that the bones which thou hast
broken may rejoice” (Psalm 51:8).

You wonder why I always refer to the days gone
by. I am told that I am living in the horse and buggy
days. I’ll admit that, but don’t forget that the buggies
were here before the automobiles, radios, television
and other things too numerous to mention. We did
not have people spend Sunday out driving in their au-
tos. No sir, you would find the old horse and buggy
tied to a hitching post near your tent or barn door.

I often visit different Pentecostal churches to wor-
ship with them, but I come home heavy hearted, be-
cause all was cold and formal. I am sure no one
wants to condemn me for taking my stand for the old-
time experiences. There are very few people today
who would care to seek the old paths. They would
rather choose a modern highway, but the Lord says,
“Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the
old paths, where is the good way and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.
But they said, We will not walk therein” (Jer.
6:16). How true that is today! They say, “Speak un-
to us smooth things,” and that is exactly what they are
getting.
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